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An enumeration of the author's rights at common law is given in
the section on the Author. Generally speaking, he may do anything
he wants with his manuscript, short of authorizing its publication,
without invalidating his common-law right. He owns the physical
manuscript; it cannot be seized even by his creditors. He may read
it in public, copy it for his friends, license others to translate it or
make other versions of it, assign it and/or its rights at common law
to another, sell it, broadcast it, set it to music, or what-have-you. He
has the right to decide on its first publication. If it should be pub-
lished without his consent, he could bring action, stop further sale
or issuance of copies by injunction, and collect damages. His common-
law rights would be unaffected and any copyright that is registered
without his authority is invalid.

The author's common-law rights in his work cease under the fol-
lowing conditions:

L Outright sale of the manuscript with no qualifications or reservations.

2,  Authorized publication with notice.

3,  Registration for copyright of the unpublished manuscript, if it be a
lecture, sermon, address, or radio script, drama, musical composition,
or work of art.

4.  Dedication to the public (i.e. authorized publication without notice,
or unrestricted distribution of copies; see Public Domain).

5.  Abandonment-i.e. leaving a manuscript with a publisher for many
years without finding out the decision or leaving an address to which
it could be returned; allowing a play to be performed many times by
various groups of people without registering a protest; failing to pro-
test unauthorized publication of a literary work with no copyright
notice; failing to secure United States copyright although copyright
in a foreign country has been secured.

It must be stressed again: A book, short story, poem, periodical,
contribution to a periodical, newspaper, or contribution to a news-
paper, cannot be registered for copyright until it is published. Before
that it is protected at common law.